
FRB}TANTLtr PARK
David Hutchisein

'fhore u'as rurcently comnrunity debate about a proposal to build a nerv lbotball stadiurn lbr tlre
Frcmantle Dockers Football Ctutr on Sremantle Parh. The City Council, at a meeting on ?{r
Scptember 3007. decided not to proceecl rvith that co$cepl hut commiffed itself to furthrrr rnas-
ter planning. I assumed. thercfore, that the Society thought that this nould be a good tirne tr:
review the histon'of this substantial reservc.

I rvas invited to give lhis paper only a
in progress" althougJr ths matters that
sions.

"I'he (lreent

l'erv wcsks agor so this paper is, to some extent a rvork
need furthcr rcsearch will not afflect its rnaior c.onclu-

'I'he first recreation area in Fremanth was known as T'he Cireen. T'he Frcmantle lristorian.
l-litchcock, in an early article in the journal of the Roy'al WA I listorical Sociery'r. rvrotc lhal

In the eurl_y days, the area hettteen Phillimore Street und Pakenhem.ltreel.r lrote lhut thc
areu actually e.rfender/y''on (lif Street to Pe*enhaw.STr'eel/ u'as.r/ral/crw wuter. The pre-
scn/ r'rregn/ar line af builditrgs a/ong the south.side o/Phr?/inrors,Slreur nrar,ts rlAdl u,rrs
rlac'e l/rc river.lil'cslort. .?llt<.r ton,ilip{r(;rp/rr, 6.}.'c<rtt,rfilrdrirg /lrcalsa/r..rr,s N,r:rting lrer*.r, rc-
<:taimed the lund and planted it *,ith c:<tuch grc.r.s, t/ra.r c:r',rtrllrrg lIler o/d recrarrlir;rr 5;runnc{
wlricu,ns known as 'The Green '. Nalwally, the people lrcre 1.er.' wroth whef iJ x,as pro-
posed to resume this landfor raihv*y purpl.).!'s.r ... '

Reece and Pasctte in their book. .d P/ace rl'Ci:n.s{quencd, state that The Gr*en 'was thrs
recreational and social centre of F'remantle'.:' lt was also 'the place to msel passengers frorx
the Perth ferry and to takc an evening constitutir:nal when tbe tsmperature made it more
plcasant outderors'.o

When extension of the Eastern Raihvay lo lrremantle wa"s planned, The Grsen \\,'as se-
lected as tJre best site for the railway'station, work.shnps and associamd buildings. '['[re citizens
ol'Fremantlc objccted to h:sing their recrcational gnrund and. :r public mcetirrg was h*ld ou 5
Ma-v" | 879. chaired by Robert M Sutherland. thc Managc.r of the Natitrnal Bank. to dissuss

a suhject of gretrt puhlia interest ---- namely, H,/r{rt $reps should be judiciously tuken to in-
duc:e the (iavernment not te all<)v' the Recreation Graund to be interfered with.

'I-h* meeting decided unaninrously to elecl a deputalion lil wait upon the (iuvennr, Sir l-larry
Ord. ' I 'hoseelectedwereRMSuther land.JJl- larwood,DKCongdon,CParkes,WISl learse.
B A Stone, I: Solomon and W E Marmion. The visit of the deputation rvas reported **- riorne-
n'lrat wordily - in IAs Herulel on Sa{urday 2a [{ay 1879. I quote it at somc lcngth as evi-
dence that it was the intention to retain F'renrantle Park for public recreation as rvell as orlrrn-
ised sports.

"Ihe object of the deputation. lhe paper rcported. rvas.

il'pos.sib/e, to induce l&er GnrrrRor tt: rec:ottsicler the decisi<tn he had arrived dt tt) tlppro-
priate the puhlic greenfor railway parpo$c.r ... Mr M. Sutherland, as the chainnun o./'the
pui/ic mt eling nominating the deputatittn{spokeJ in.forcible terms [ofl the greut value lhe
people a.l'f'rcmanlk set upon Ifte prece af lund thty were threutened to he drrprir.rri/ ol'rrrr/
&egger/ /y'is trxcsl/snc-v rn l/re in/crei.vtr o/t/ar kealth cnd recrealion aJ'thr inhuhitttnts ttt'
F'remantle, to reconsider the inttnti<tn <{' uppropriating he onl.y pre,rent recreuliott
ground in I'rt.mantle.fur the purp{):te coutentplatecl. .IIe respectfitlly ,ruhmitted ro IIi.r .6.x-
cellency that tlre inhahitunls had acquired the land *-.for, tf it kad not heen ucluallv re-
clcined al the e:pense of the people ttf F'renwntle. it had certainl.y heen imltxn,ed h"v
llrenr, nnc/ nrcn{e n/rr:l i/ nou, x'r$, hy the <tutlcry ry'priva/e irrJrvirluu/s, and thit rtr/rnir:'r;.ra/-
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ity. In .far.I, it ller^r t/rn erporJrlre a.f privute aut munic'ipa{ ttrnr?e}r that hatl tutdtt tJrc
piect: <tJ" Iand suitc.lrle .for I/r( pLnpo.l'e ̂li:r w/lcA llte (itllerRnrer/ wdrlftd j/. l/c .rubprr'rted
tha! r4'e$te land to the E::rrt af T'he Green wrtuld $nswer the purpose af the railv'ur- slulian
arrrJ $,or*.rrop.t equdly eis rre// rr^r ]he drecr, al,:/ ggatn ieggcd "fy'i.r fx*:e//elct lo ls(:.rr-
.rir r hH rlecirrot iil lhr- muuer, aarl. i/po.r.sil/e, r'e.rt:rl'e The Greex cs c;rtr&/il rtrr:r'err/irut
ground.

Thu ()overnor asksd to be shorvn on ll tnap thc alternative sitc to the east that Sutherlancl pro-
poscd frlr raihvav neccls. llc thcn asked thc C'ommis;siotrer o[' Railways to colnment. 'l he
Cornnrissioner \\'rs ad,ilmant that"l'he Oreen mct the requirements of the railrval'and the aher-
native site did not. The Covcrnor said that

Ik o-ex.fuirl .v ulive to the inportunce <{ open spocc in tr)}i,nr t,rs u meilns r$ recreatiott tutcl
as c<lrdrcirc io puhlic health, but he.rprt,tc prr"/l.s:slonn/fu vshen hesard ?hE (rir:eir u,rr.r
the only plu<:e in Frcmantle adapted.frtr lAe ral/u,qv .rrotion xror,tsftcrp-r and <>thrr huild-
rngr .. <tncl tlwt he felt himtelf bctand kt ct>n{:ur in the <tpinion of the (izrprr.r.sinner rl
Rrri/wr.rys thut thet approlu'ituion qfthe lant{ v,rr.s rrn anal'ofu/tr1:le rerr,c,rxi/"}.'.

Some may {bel that the responses of the (iovernor and the Commissioner were nert unlike
some rssponses that we have her:n havirrg over current najor proposed developrnenls.

Mr !V Mannion. n memher of the deputation thankeil i-lis f:xcelloncy

.lcn' the ultciltion lrc hctd given lhe iltelter and us it appeared rrsca.ssc?.y that 'l'he (ireeil

shoukl be appropriatedfor railv,uy- pulpdJer he would Jagges'I thrtt ststtts c'ortgrensaftort
nfgA/ 6e gir,err to #re roun, fi:r #re /dl.rJ r$ The Glecn. in //re ̂ r/rcpa of mothe.r onr/ a iel/er
picte af larul; he thought a ponion of the land 6e resen'ed a.r a Public llctrk. fvhichJ. v'ith
s.Jnr( ()rr{lrjr,' might, if l{is,&rceJ/erqvsaw Ai^r !rr{r},'ro L"onvcy "lr ro lhe lrrwn rR d c()frporur-
lila/.r.'slrrrr'/ tinrc. kt &e ra<rr/e ayni/rr$/e <r.s a cyic:ftcl und recreuliatt grolrnrl

'I'he (iovernor asked the Commissioncrr of Cln:wn l,and if he knew of any otrjection to ihis
piccu of land being given tbrthe purpose nrcntioned. The Conrmissir;ncr ssid that there tas
norre, and the Covernor said lhat he 'was willing to do all in his power to giver tlrc inhabitants
of Frernantle compensation for the loss of The Creen. which he knew the-v prized highll'.'

'I'here can be nu dclubt that Fremantle Pnrk rvas the r;vir/;rrr,r grrc, lirr surrcndering'l'he
Green ancl that it rvas intended that the Park conlain a substantial park for public recreation as
rvell as sporting lhcilities. 'Ihis is confirmed bv a report in lhe Inquirer of 5 Novenrtrer I 880.
qur:ted in ?7re "FIercr/cl cxr l8 April 1998 that

Fremenlle ParA silufiled in.Ellen ^t'res/, was .set aside hy the then ctnmcil .li>r tlx; paoltle
of l.'renantle in 1879.

Nrrt af l residents liked ltre exchange. A 'ratepayer' wrote k) 'I-he Nerald tl 4 Junc l8?9) that he
was not very irnpressed by the qualitli of the land al the new site offered lry the Gor.cmor:

in return.fitr the theetrti inerpenstiue greelrs$-rrld/ 6.],./re .rec * i, rrtrsf $e tr(;*flo)r,/*{:lgd(t o
yery alalitrt;cen, orre ̂ *- ,ar if iJ cr.r cosr/_r as x.orflile"r.r and it is magt$icent rii ct'er:l' ,tertse
n n'lrilc elephant.

At its meeting r:n 30 May, the Municipal Council decided to delbr conslderation of a
conrnrunie:ation {tonr the Commissioner ol'Raihvnl,s until tlre lbllowing Wednesdal'. .:l June.

With some force, lrut somclvhal pompously, 'I'hr Ilerald altacked lhe Govenror in an sdi-
torial cn 3 | May 1879

/t rs ail vety we.ll Jor "l/is [rce//encl; und Mr ll"homas /(irmrrissloHer o/ ftrliAl,4sJ lr,r ns*
nr /o /d,ts t/reir wold cr.s eirgrireers, l|rU lrlre presclrr r,J fl()t an enginderrhg gue.r/ian but otr*
o,f comman sense. in which anyone wha can asz &r.r eye.s and i.r nol cor ieliot. m*- he ss
gtod u judge as I&a .graalcs I enlginaer wlo cxt,rls.
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I takc some issue with this. In one ol'my l;'renanlle .\larlres papers" I criticised Alexandcr
Forrest for criticising C Y O'Connor in sirrrilar iernls.' l'he editorial continucd in a more rrt)tr-
ciliatt"rry note

We havtt {r grc(r/ r-espccl.f.rr the opinian ol 7:r'olirssi<:nei men in rilallcls *tttlllcrncd vith
I/rarr pro/e.r'.rlnrr

but gocs on k) qu*:ition $ilme o1 the comments madc by the Governqr and lhe ('ontmissioner

o1'Rail*u;'s on the selcction of the site lbr the railway buildings but later. adds that tlre Cov-
ernor has said nothing to show that thc appropriatitxr of -I'he Grecn was not "ltn act oi's;rolia-
tion utterly un warranted'.

'I'he ilditor claimed that the principal reason for selecting The Green rvas ihat reclamaticxt
of that sitc had already been cornpleted. but the eastem site would rcquir* more reclamnlion,
Ils added

as.fbr the propo.sed sil$$t/r{te ffur T'he GreenJ. there i.s certainly na pcril o.f lhe rt:serve
v'hich is.facetirtus$, t:olled the "purk". v'hich c:outd be made into e recrealion grctund er-
cepl al gredt e,rperr.re or to v,hi<:h unv but u.fev nrr',lcnrairls and rhildren woultl resort $'-
/er .svc:ll p..rp{i}l Te ra.r itcurreii.

'l'he Pcrth ncrvspaper. The Inguirer, /rrrcf.ioined the fiay on l4 May. clainring that

lhtpeaple ry'Frenrant/elrrrrersl lengthau,ukenedt<> r.ltn&r$an$a of thedungrrrnu,/rrc}
rlin;i' s/rlrcf o/'losurg trol /au4x?rdlil;,, hut .fin'(?lr/, fl?{r f:/ot o/'grrxarr./ $'lrg oir t/rc rilersjde
c/'Ilre lowr, aad w/ricA. lo g/rnosl dveryone who Iras ti.riled FrstnilHlls H ,tnowr rrs l&e
Rec'rerrilfor (irollnrl or nrorc;ropl/nr/H ?}rc Glcren

Fremnntle Park

At its rnecting r:n { June. Iremantlc Town Clouncil, decided, alter length-1'discussion that

it v'<tuld ie l/rc r*rse.rf plun l<t ucc'cpt the. v'hele tf the Park on tht conditftrns spt:c'lrcrrl /o
ttscertain the probattle cost of .{encing thc whole property, and ul'dearitrg o}lrl renelerinSl
the We,:;terlv portion, u suitahle place .for recreation and for a tricket 1p'ovrr/. then tu lety
llw nwlter heJbre llw Government end ask.lbr un annuul grdrrl ft) (orrv out lhe v,ttrk.

'l'he meeting then adjourned until 6 Junc. v"hen il was unanilnously agreed

I Thut the piece af lund fiir pablic I'ur* contuinirg 45 acres crs rrar*ecl on rrcr:r;rrryrulyrirg
{r'ocrrg he taken ol'er }y the {iounc:il ./rorn lAe (irlu.n orr llre condr} ions named in l}e, .Ffira.
C'onrni.r,siorer ol'C)?rsrr Lands lefier: viz
{qt T'ht C?"rrcrcj/ fr.r srr$vanl the pluns for br}rgrirg the graurtd ivto the cnnr/lliorr r'rr/cnr/er'/
ntc/ n,Aic:/r N cfe.r jr{r.{

/b/ ?ir ertgngrr ly'rtrl intpror,eircrl/ x,il/ hs cdrrii:d eut a^r r/reJittrri! at llreir c'otrnirrlr:/ ci'rilrni/
(c) 'I'hat /rq1, orc rrd/r'ug to luke the pwnt in trust, graranteeing ro J*s fi'xc'e1/el,d)'',T rcrlir*

Juctinn that tht ground x'i// 6e a/wr4s kcpt up in u proper N&nnpr und in ari orrllir/-!, rnr-
dititttt.
(tl) T'hat the t'ouncil lrar,l'ng goaa futo th( qucstion o/cost o../Sringlrig lrlre u,/rn/er {-i ac:res
into the. condition intended.$tr a Recrealion Ground und fnding rfiar it won/r/ b< t<to great
trt racommend Rt the Governrrrent to be done at present, ir tras rrcrrrjrnou.r/-l: rc.rnllerl /lral
u portion onl.y of the whole can be laid out, fenced. clesred, etc. nrnin$' lhet porlion ex-
tending.from Prrry ,Streel on the We$ to lhe ils3-lum fu>ud bt fte Eost. The Council liki?-
wise fintling lhat the porliun only would require a sum of not /es,f /irln t50{}, and en {tn-
nual grant af t|00.{rom the legi,slutive C'ouncil.

Asylum Road w'as the track. shorvn by dotted lincs on the rnap. It rvould and would havc
linkcd the Asylurn to the Prisan. Part of it was r"rlose tr: the alignment of present Orcl Sfreet.
()ur newsagent in Souih 'l'errace tr:ld me that., when he was a hoy at CBC:, that road still ex-
isted. and the boys called it 'the goal track'. Ord $treet was not laid do*'n until ths 1960s.
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The Council clitl not receive a satisfactory rcsponse until about a nronth later. At its meet-
ing on 9 July. the Chainnan repr:rtcd a communication fiom the Colonial Seqrekrl that llis
lixccllency would rccommend Ctluncil's applicirt.ion (br a sum of $50$ and annual grant ol-
[100 to nexl session r:f the l.egislative Council. In th* mcantime he had authoriscd that.t l00
he placed at the {lurocil 's disposal.

I rvonder i{'the annual grant to l"retnantle Clouncil ltas ever been rescinded.
By mid Jr.rly, wr:rk on preparing ths crick$t ground had started ar"rd. apparently. thc Coun-

cil planned to remove turf lron l'he Green to u$e on the nerv ground. Tlre Clonrnrissioner ol'
llaihvays telegraphed that the {"louncil could not remove any of that turlu,ithout pernrission of
the Railrvay Contractor. Cr:uncillors wsre angry urd the Chainnan $as authorised to see thc
Contraclor to 'arrange nattsrs amicably'. if this could not be done. he should appcal to the
Governor Thc nratter must haye been setlled amicably because it was reportud tln l8 Jul.v.. that
'half a dozen rnen were put to u.'ork clearing and grubbing to prepare a cricket grurnd. It was
decided that onc of the men should he put in charge of the gang and Waylen was appoiltted.
bcing granted a wagc rise li"rrm 4s 6d to 5s 6d per day. On ?2 August. it u.as rcportcrcl that
pennissiorr to renlove t*rf tiom'I'hc Crcen hacl bscn granted.

'l'his rnakes ths turf of that part ol'Frcmantle Park eve rr r:rr:re hslk:\.ved.
On 6 November. it rtas decidsd to call tendt:rs f'or a well at the Park and. in his Annurl

lleport t* a mteting on l7 Novenber, flte Council Chnirrnan repr:rteit that

Ad /rn/ rql(,r?//y receirter/ r:r /e//ev'.firxrr llrc (iratarissir>lter <t'-Cfrr;ru*r ,{,cnrr./s rntnntori:tirg fAnl
lAe l)rrcr/ rt''(ircurt /nrJ heerr;rrepcrrcr./ rurlrJ stgner/ [.y I*"r .flrcellencil, conueyr]ng t/rtl Tlar:c rl'
grolmcJ kartttn u.s drir .Pu$irc Peirl Re*t"rt,e ... lr t/rer Mlvnicrpr:l {"i;uirr.:rl crrrl t/raii' .fl/dcrl,t-
,sori$' ... rt rlt"xr/d lle./arl*,arrlad ln a /bu, alal's.

l-Ier$'sv$r, i{. u,as not actually rsceive'd urrtil 6 May 1880^ fiarly in l$81. at a nle$tir]g on 5
January. the Council decided to call tenders fbr raising stone and levelling pi:rtion of the Park
also Quarry Street and James Street

I)evclopnrent of the Park

In the earl-v days, {he Park ryas teraced, with upper and lorter playing fields. ln thc Clcrnlen-
nial Year. l9!9. as part of the celehralion of Pre mantle trecoming a City

a ceremanial trec planting had councillors uad bcal parliamenfdricns v.yrngJirr cr lxtsi-
tian to place 'their' Moreton Br,{t'.fg trees into o prvpurcel hote.

'I'hose trees rvcre plantecl along llllen Strcet as rvell as the llturc Ord Street. Some nf those in
klllen $treet were ripped out in 1960.

CIiC hrs used the park as its schrxrl oval since l SSl ancl it has been hr:rrre tt> man-v sport-
ing groups {}ver the years: fhotball, crichet, t$nni$. bowls. soccer} hnckey. mghy aud lscrosss.
T'here was even a marching trand. 'flre lirsnrartle Paralieets lvlidget Marching'I'elnr rvnn tlre
national rnarching tit le in 1977.

Chnnges tcr the hountlaries of Fremantle Park

A rnap in the Local History Section file (Irig. l) slrows the proposed original boundaries o[the
Park as ly-ing Lretween Parry Street on the west. F'innerty Street on the north, fiast Strcct on the
east and llllen Street on the south. -['wo areas were excluded: the Lunatic Asylum and its
grounds, and a triangular section bounded on two sides lry Quarry arrd Stirling Streets. 'l'he

latter area norv houses the Leisure Centrc. Stirling Street at that date is slrou'n as extending
liom Ellen Street, but that extension appeflrs not to have been made. Ord Street did not then
exist; it was constructe.d in tbe 1960s, following approximately the lile of the southerlr part r:l'
'Asylum Road'. The map is not dated. but appenrs to be the original vesting in 1880. The Lo-
cation number is idcntifietl as Reserve ?22A.
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In thc same file{'. thrre are printed copies of lhe exchangc of letters betu,een the {.lovurm-
merrt and the Council regarding tlre vesting of'tlre hrml as t Public Park. The Council accepted
as a stipulatjon in ttre vesting deccl

That, in the event al aily aJ'the lard being, allawed Jbr any olfsr pilrpo$e. other thatt Jitr
the recrealion and enja.vment of the pablic, the Crown can re-enur and resume {it.J,'

It seems tcr me that that stipulation rvould prevetrt the alienation of the Park, or a substantial
part of it. for ihe purpose r:f a firotball (or any otfier) spr:rting stadium. Frrrtht:r rssearch is re-
quired tr: determine on rvhat grouads subslantial areas of the original Fark have been revested:
part lbr the Finnerry* Street Cemctery and a large part - bounded on the *'est lry Ord Street
and on the easl by East Street - for the John Curlin lligh School.

-l 'here is a 1904 rnap {Fig.2}. on which it is noted rhat ir is'associated with a cancelled Cler-
tificate of f-itle -104 Folio 26 and later updated in 1962 to shorv the new lot l8?6.''I'he origi-
nal lot number shown on this map as 1517. lt appclars that the original number, Reserve 2?2A.
must har"e heen changed at some tirnc between 1880 and 1904. On this map, the Park is re-
duced b1'the exclusir:n al'the F'irrnerty Street cemetcry. A ncw rr:ad, Park Road **- that rvas
ncver laid dr:rvn *-* was planned along thcr southern side nf thc cerneten. "lhe Asylunr Rr:ael
was ck:srid and n l'uture sruthern e.xtension ol Shuffrcy Street was translbrred to the Crown.

'I'he accompan}'ing document giving detnils of the lmundaries and of the vesting is very
difficult to read. being pa*ly lhdcd. I ilrlt$ lhfll it norv givcs thr area of the Park as .J5 acres **

l0 acrcs l$ss Ihan the original area. probahly elue tcl thc e.rcisiorr of lhs r".crnct,*ry. T"he clocu-
nrent states that

l/re /rrnr/.s trfld **"<l{lrrnenls lrcrerrnr/nr c/riscri&rtrl 6c rr^srrrl ttnd hrld upefi lrlr.sl so/e/1,fi:r tlic'
purpo.)-r,t r/cr J)ni/ri' Pari sc/i.r/irclory to lftc suri$;clirtn o.f ()ur Urrltrnrur r.f'(frur .Slatrl rf
Ifis"llenr Au,slra|iq

'l'his appcars to reinlbrce tlre lernrs r:f the r:riginal vestrnent. '['lre Associated Creiwn Orant
clocumelt, dated I 0/51 I 904 statcs that the land was to be held in trus{ fbr the 3rrrposii rf 

'I'ar,t,

ReererrJirln r.orr/ {'crnrnlrni4'' C'enrle.
An application fbr a Crown Grant, clated 26/2/lS6:i. crealed a new lot No. l816 hc,ing llc-

sen'e 348-ii ter he lreld ur rrrsl./r:r the purpose aJ'l>ark. Redrtra/ion ald Cbrnararni4,r.'crrrr"e. On
the tack of that documenl is the statement;

Svlriecl kt thr rcndition that the fund shall not he {uustttl u' mortgaged in u'Aolrr ar in port
N'irlrost {&r, cnRscrnl r$'the {iovernor.

(lrown Qrant. Vol.349 Folio 88A. beirrg l.ot l8?6 registrelecl on S/4/1970 is tJre currerrt
Crorvn Grant firr lrremantle Park, rvhich is tr> }c nser/ trar/ fte/d -sr:/eiy in Inr.rt.f;r tlrc T:rurpose
a"{ Park., .fftrc:recli*r arr/ ('ornrnrnilu C'eirtrc. The Certi{icate r:rf 'Iile nr:tes that a portion ol'
Frurnantl;'l'orvn l.ol l5l7ll.as rcvcrsluct (o create f;'remanlle Park bourded on thc easl by Ord
Streel and nnt l:last Street.

Irig. 3 (Diagrem 1288?) shaws the revestment of'the westem part o*ithe park belrr.cen Ord
and Ilast Streilts. presunahly increasing thc area of land available fbr John {iurtin t:lighl
School. 'fh'rrr:vestrnentisdated616/1952.' l 'he land betrveen this lard an<l i lasl Strecl must
have heen revested in the Fducation Department earlier.

'I"here is alsei a map (Fig.  ) shorving 'a resen'c search of lhe old .lohn Curtin Resen'e
1777 occupying pan of the old Lot 506.'This reserve was tansferred. in May 1969. to the
Ciry- of Fremantle to be used as an Aqualic Centre from the Director of fiducation and is tlrc
currsnt location of Resen'e 30ll9l l,ot 1928 treing the Leisure Centre^ T'his trunsfer ma_v lraue
been partial cclmpensation l'or the rsvestment of the w'estern parl - between Ord ancl liast
Streets ** of the original Park in the Department of Education.



further rosearch is required to dqtermine the negotiations that mmt have taken place be-
tween the City Council, the gcvemment and other authoritiss to allsw changes to tlle Park's
boundaries. given the tenns cf vestment.

Although John Curtin High School is a ma.ior c.eimmunity asseL it is a pity that a large part of
the original Park *'*r lost. It would have made nn excellent botanic garden nf indigenaus
aoastsl flore" Perhaps so:xething can be retrisved. I suggested, some twelve.or rilor€ lears
ago, that the relatively wasie land al*ng Ord $treet might be used as a botanical gard*n of lo-
cal tlara, providing an atfactive walkway m linkrhe Fremantle Museum antJ Arts Centre rvith
Samson lkuse.
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