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NEXT MEETING:
Norm Marinovich — The history of Croatians in Fremantle

Croatians have had a presence in Fremantle since the early
1800s but never in great numbers. Their contribution to life in
Fremantle was initially defined by their background of poverty
in their homeland, but later by some of the skills they brought
with them and later still by their efforts to integrate into the
Australian way of life.

Dalmatia was the poorest part of what was then Yugoslavia,
there was not much land, and what was there was very dry and
unproductive. The people emigrating were tough and worked
hard so they could send money back home to their families.
Many immigrants went to the goldfields but by the eve of the
First World War groups of Slavs began to settle in Spearwood,
the Swan Valley and Fremantle.

Norm and his brother Mike, were born here in Fremantle, their
parents having emigrated around 1928. But after the Second
World War, like many Slavic people, the family travelled back to
Yugoslavia out of concern for their families there, and to help
rebuild the country after the war. The constraints of living under Communist rule however, were
difficult to tolerate, and the opportunities in Australia offered better prospects for their sons’
future. The family returned to Western Australia in 1952.

Jan. 2026 Norm Marinovich
(Photo supplied by Norm)

70 years later, come listen to Norm tell his story about his life, and the experience of being a
Croatian immigrant in Western Australia.

Fremantle History Society contact details:

Email: secretary.fhs@gmail.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/fremantlehistorysociety
Web: https://fhs.org.au/



mailto:secretary.fhs@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/fremantlehistorysociety
https://fhs.org.au/

COMING EVENTS:

Norm Marinovich — Fremantle’s Croatian History

Tuesday 24 February 5.00 - 6.00 pm
*Note much shorter time
Fremantle History Centre, Ground Floor, Walyalup Civic Centre

151 High St, Fremantle 6160
See page 1.

Robert Nicholson - Captain Robert Laurie of Fremantle

Tuesday 24 March 5.00 — 6.00 pm
Fremantle History Centre, Ground Floor, Walyalup Civic Centre

151 High St, Fremantle 6160

A Scottish born sailor, at fifteen Robert Laurie migrated to =
Australia to join the Adelaide Steamship Company which, in = Ca{ataih Robert Caurie
1880, sent him to Fremantle where he worked as a stevedore |~ e
before becoming a member of the Legislative Council and first Matitime Devclopment
Chairman of the Fremantle Harbour Trust. He fought to —
achieve proper marine standards to ensure the port attracted
the patronage of international shipping.

of F——
Fremantle =

The author is the great grandson of Captain Laurie. The Hon.
Robert Nicholson was born in 1937, his mother Betty, nee
Davies, was a granddaughter of Captain Robert Laurie. His
grandfather was a solicitor, John Nicholson, who emigrated
from Scotland in 1896, establishing a law firm here. One of his
sons, Edward, became a partner in 1927, and Edward’s son,
Robert, joined the firm when he was admitted as a legal
practitioner in 1960. LA

Wigh

Robert (Bob) served as a Justice of the Supreme Court of WA from 1988 to 1994. He was
awarded the Centenary Medal in 2001 for service to the judiciary, to education and to the
community. Then the year after, was awarded an Officer of the Order of Australia (AO), also for
service to the judiciary and the law, to education, and to the community.

He has published a number of research papers before writing the story of his grandfather,
‘Shaping Australia’s West: The Life of John Nicholson’ and then ‘Captain Robert Laurie and the
maritime development of Fremantle’in 2025.

Chris Williams - Green shoots in Fremantle — the founding of The Greens (WA) Inc
and its contribution to the election of Australia’s first Greens Senator, Jo Vallentine

Tuesday 28 April
Venue — to be confirmed

Chris’s talk will focus on the 1985 to 1990 period of the party’s history centred on Fremantle
people, the processes and structures they developed and the national context.



MEETING REPORTS

Christmas Party — 23 November 2025
The Army Museum of Western Australia

A blustery, windy day but such a fabulous spread, as always, and good company. About 20
people attended — great to see some new members, and old members we haven'’t seen for a
while. Many thanks to all those who contributed. A big ‘thank you’ to Fay Campbell for baking
and donating most of the raffle prizes — three lovely fruit cakes and a jar of chocolate wafer rolls.
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It was a good opportunity for us all to have a quick look at the many fascinating collections held
by the Museum. There are weapons dating from the 1820s, displays from the Fremantle Rifle
Volunteers in the 1870s and the Boer War, extensive material from both World Wars - medals,
uniforms, armaments, and artefacts from the more recent conflicts in Vietham and Iraqg. If one
had more time there is also a substantial collection of armoured vehicles, artillery field guns and
other military hardware outside around the parade ground. A great end to the year’s events.




m WA Maritime Museum
Victoria Quay Rd, Fremantle/Walyalup
FROM NONNA WITH LOVE:

Stories of Tradition and Triumph

o They left Italy in search of a better life.
_ FI\QNO#HNLOOQ/%A yL['his exhibition highlights the journeys of the beloved
e ~ nonnas whose resilience and cultural legacy have
: helped shape life in Western Australia.

N\

27 SEP 2025 - 20 APR 2026

Stories of tradition and triumph ¢ B
——

The exhibition features more than 100 treasured
objects, photographs, personal accounts, digital
experiences - and wonderful recipes!
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Exhibition runs until 20t April 2026. Tickets included with General Admission.
See website for further details:
https://visit. nuseum.wa.gov.au/maritime/nonna-love-stories-tradition-and-triumph

AUSTRALIA DAY S
Heather Campbell

|

Australia Day marks the 1788 landing of the First Fleet and raising of the Union
Jack by Arthur Phillip at Sydney Cove. In modern times the day is promoted by the Australia
Day Council and events are run to recognise contributions of Australians to the nation and
reflection on the country’s history.

Previously, each State celebrated on a different day - one which acknowledged the founding of
their particular State — for example, Foundation Day in Western Australia. After Federation in
1901 there was a move for a national holiday to be named Australia Day and 26 January was
selected in 1935, with all states having a public holiday on, or around, that date. It is now
observed annually on 26 January. In 1940, however, the first national day was held on Monday
29 January, which was declared a holiday.

The West Australian of 26 January 1940 [p.20] did its best to set the scene prior to the national
day.

Just 152 years ago today Captain Arthur Phillip, RN, and the crew of HMS Sirius
performed a simple ceremony in Sydney Cove which constituted the formal foundation of
Australian settlement. It was the sunny evening of a beautiful day when the few sailors
on a lonely shore gathered beneath the flag which had been unfurled and drank to the
success of the new colony they had come to establish.

A volley was fired by the marines -and just as the sound finished echoing and re-echoing
among the forests and coves of the bay the rest of the First Fleet, which had been left at


https://visit.museum.wa.gov.au/maritime/nonna-love-stories-tradition-and-triumph?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExT1FDb2M5eUpRMWVaM1UzaXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR68L2ik9d3z_oE_uh1gF9TTrqxA6V5Vdv3ekTM8puOfYMm3vTTH1NnfU7oI5g_aem_FmV371nyxUTrz6cOKmlkcg

Botany Bay while Phillip in the Sirius made a landing, appeared in view. A voyage of
eight months' duration was over and 750 British male and female convicts with 200
marines faced the difficult task of starting a new colony.

The Fleet consisted of eleven ships. Besides the Sirius there were the armed tender
Supply, three supply ships, Fishburn, Golden Grove and Borradale, and several
transports carrying convicts, 752 in all. Phillip, who had gone ahead of the main fleet in
the Supply, first sighted the coast of New South Wales on January 3, but because of
contrary winds, did not arrive until January 18. He spent the next few days finding a more
suitable place for a settlement than Botany Bay.

The article then goes on to advise what would be taking place on the Australia Day Monday
holiday (as it is known) in 1940:

A wide variety of sporting fixtures have been arranged for the day. The Western
Australian Turf Club will conclude its summer meeting at the Perth racecourse, Belmont,
in the afternoon, and in the evening the final of the Fremantle Trotting Cup and other
trotting races will be contested at Richmond Park.

There will be a round of first-grade cricket fixtures at various grounds lasting all day, and
the State bowls singles championship will be continued at the various metropolitan
greens. The annual surf life-saving championships carnival will be conducted throughout
the day at Cottesloe by the Surf Life-Saving Association of Australia (WA. State centre),
and at night Crawley Baths will be the scene of the second carnival of the Australian
swimming championships.

Tennis enthusiasts will be attracted by the concluding matches of the Fremantle District
Lawn Tennis Association's annual meeting and the South-West championships
conducted by the. Bunbury Tennis Club at Bunbury. At Pingelly there will be a motor
racing carnival at which the Great Southern Speed Classic will be the chief event.

Fine weather was forecast and many holidaymakers

would have noted an advertisement in the Daily News
[p.17] on Saturday 27™, regarding the Zephyr’s trips to
Rottnest: S !

The S.S. Zephyr will leave Perth at 10 am and
Fremantle at 11.20 am tomorrow and on Monday ——
(Australia Day). On Monday the vessel will make
two return trips from Rottnest, the first at 4 pm to
Fremantle only, and the second at 7 pm to
Fremantle and Perth.

Excursion fares will operate for day visitors to the

island on both days. .
Zephyr (n.d.), accessed 27/01/2026

The West reinforced its message in the Saturday edition, Fremantle History Centre E000803-19
adding that:

... a full round of sporting fixtures has been arranged for what is the first long week-end
of the New Year. Special transport facilities will operate to the holiday resorts and
sporting fixtures. The Divisional Meteorologist (Mr AG Akeroyd) said last night that, with



an anti-cyclone approaching the west coast, the weather should become gradually finer

during the weekend.

Retall stores, butchers' shops, State and Federal Government Departments, banks and
insurance offices will be closed on Monday. Fruit and bakers' shops may remain open,
but there will be no delivery of bread by employees. Tobacconists' shops may remain
open all day, but hairdressers will be open only from 8 a.m. to 11 am. Milk will be

delivered as usual.

Service stations in the metropolitan area will be open 7 am to 1 pm. Petrol, oil, spare
parts and accessories may not be sold after 1 pm on any public holiday, except in case
of unforeseen emergency. Chemists may open between 6.30 pm. and

8 p.m.

Special train services will operate on Monday between Fremantle, Perth, Bellevue,
Belmont, Armadale and South Beach, and also on the Mundaring and Upper Darling
Range branch line. [West Australian, 27 January 1940, p. 14]

Over the years the Australia Day holiday has continued to be celebrated similarly to how it was
in 1940, however it should not be forgotten that the day is not a celebration for all Australians.

For indigenous people:

The date marks not pride, but profound loss. It is the anniversary of
invasion, dispossession and the beginning of policies that sought to erase

us — the world’s oldest continuing culture.

[National Indigenous Times, 26 January 2026, accessed online 27/1/2026]

Folly of Follies: Art and architecture in Fremantle

Maeve Harvey

Quest Apartment Hotel 2026. Photo by Steve Wells

The corner of Short and Packenham
Streets is the site of the Quest Apartment
Hotel. The conspicuous blue artwork on
top of the building is the work of Perth
artist Lorenna Grant and is named the
Folly of Follies. The artwork reflects the
history of a building, Manning Hall, which
stood on the site for 70 years until it was
demolished in 1929.

Because of the unusual architecture and
the enormous amount of money spent on
it, more than £10,000 when it was built in
1858 the local Fremantle residents called
it Manning’s Folly or Manning’s Castle.

The man responsible for the building was Charles Alexander Manning. He was a keen amateur
astronomer and there was an observatory on the top of the building, adding to its peculiarity.
The money lavished on it actually came from the family’s London business, Manning and Co. of
High Holborn, a fact his brother Henry, head of the company, was not altogether happy about.



Charles Manning arrived in Fremantle in 1854 from Callao, the port of
Lima in Peru where he had spent 24 years running the overseas
branch of the family’s business. With the Peruvian Civil War (1856-
1858) looming, the prosperity and security of the business was under
threat so the family decided to wrap up the operation in Peru and

move their interests to Fremantle.

Standing on the south bank of the Swan River (the original shoreline
marker is just in front of the present building), the three story building
that was ‘Manning’s Folly’ dominated the 1850s streetscape, which at
the time consisted of mostly small limestone cottages and houses.
The original purpose of the building was to accommodate Indian
Army Officers and civil servants on leave from the various wars of the
time such as the Indian Mutiny and the Crimean War. As this scheme
never eventuated Charles Manning used it as a home for his wife and
large family and he lived there until he died in 1869.

Charles A. Manning (1865)
Fremantle History Centre
(FHC) LH004836
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Manning’s Folly in 1863.
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FHC LH002047

The Manning family had a long association with Fremantle. In 1829 Charles’ brother William
arrived with the first portable prefabricated houses. The Manning Portable Colonial Cottage was
the invention of his father John. The Colonial Chaplain, J.B. Wittenoom purchased one of them

MANNING'S
PORTABLE COLONIAL

COTTAGES
ATRONIZED by HER MA-

JESTY'S HONORABLE BOARD of ORDNANCE,
by ench of the SURVEYORS GENERAL in the Colo-
nies of SOUTH AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND,
by the NEW ZEALAND LAND COMPANY, and the
prircipal Officers and Geutlemen connected with Aus-
tralia. >k

South Australian Record and Australasian and South
African Chronicle, Saturday 3 October 1840, p. 15

for his home.

William had acquired land south of
Fremantle on behalf of the family in the
1840s and Charles added to this. The huge
Manning estate stretched from Fremantle
south to Coogee and inland to Bibra Lake.
In 1866 on this land and with the help of
convict labour Charles Manning built
another large house from the local
limestone which was called Davilak. Today
it is just a ruin having burnt down in 1960.



The remains of the 13 room mansion and (8
outhouses are on the south west corner of [
the lake in Manning Park.

Charles Manning was already a wealthy
man by the time he arrived in Fremantle.
Although he spent just 15 years in the
colony he became a leading figure in the
small community, one of the ‘Merchant
Princes’. Manning was the largest
landowner in Fremantle and owned much
of the land in what is now the centre of the
town. He had many shipping interests in
the port including the lucrative pearl fishing
industry and also acted as the Consular agent for France. From 1859 till a year before his death
he was the Chairman of the Fremantle Town Trust. Manning also founded the Volunteer Rifle
Corps and as the Grand Master of the Order of Freemasons he was in a position guaranteed to
lead to prosperity in the young colony. On the suggestion of his brother Henry, the London
branch of the business supplied the roughly 20,000 tooled Yorkshire flagstones which were
used to pave High Street in 1868.

Ruins of Davilak in Manning Park. Photo by Steve Wells

In Peru he had married Joaquina Calero, the daughter of the Spanish Viceroy at Lima. Six years
later when she died he married her sister Juanita, who also died before he left Peru. In 1855, a
year after he arrived in Fremantle, he was married for a third time to 17 year old Matilda Birkett.
Matilda was according to Manning a ‘low emigrant girl’ and much the same age as some of his
own children. From three marriages he had a total of 18 children, Matilda producing 7 of them.

Charles Manning although a member of the elite of the colony was not popular with everyone in
the community. According to the Perth Gazette he was a ‘bombastic furioso’ in his behaviour,
calling people liars and dogs and the like. He apparently was fond of drink and a year before he
died Matilda left Manning’s Folly and went to live in the house at Davilak.

On his death in 1869 at the age of 62, the Inquirer and Commercial News reported that ‘Mr.
Manning, in common with all men, had his failings, but his good deeds far outweighed them and
he has passed from amongst us honoured, respected, and regretted by all classes of the
community’. On the day of the funeral flags were flown at half-mast in Fremantle and Prince
Alfred, the Duke of Edinburgh who arrived in a warship on the day of the funeral ordered the
ensign of the ship to be flown half-mast.

Manning'’s Folly stood for another 60 years in
Fremantle but gradually fell into disrepair.
Wallace Bickley lived in it after Charles
Manning’s death and then it became a
warehouse for Tolley and Sons, wine and spirit
merchants. In 1881 it was suggested at a
Council meeting that it be restored and used as
d the Town Hall before the current one was built.
The suggestion was not a popular one. By 1928
it was beyond repair and on the verge of

. - collapse. It was replaced by another warehouse
Demolition of ‘Manning’s Folly” ~ 1928. FHC LH2048A | the facade of which still stands on the site today.
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Lorenna Grant’s vibrant blue artwork on the renovated building was completed in 2016. The
intense colour draws attention to the building and hopefully will encourage those with a sense of
curiosity to seek out the meaning of the work as a way of opening up the history of times past
when Fremantle was a quite different place.
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The East and Ellen Street Cuttings
Kristi McNulty

In 1902 the building trade in Fremantle was prosperous, and plasterers, masons and carpenters
were in high demand. However, for those men without a trade, the job market was not so bright.
Many of the men in Fremantle were unskilled and there was a lot of unemployment. The
shipping industry in particular had dropped off, hundreds of men had been discharged from the
harbour works, and now the men were pleading for work, their wives and children going hungry
[The Western Mail 61" December 1902].

As reported in the West Australian December 6" 1902, yesterday an assembly of 170
unemployed men gathered at Fremantle Park to discuss their situation. In January that year
Fremantle Council had made a decision to float a loan of £20,000 for much needed public works
which, once underway, would provide employment for most of those seeking work. The Mayor,
Mr T. Smith, was sympathetic to the men’s plight and promised to do what he could to speed up
the tedious wheels of bureaucracy which were holding up progress.

The Town Engineer, Mr. T.B. Barrett, immediately began arrangements to organise the
unemployed into work gangs. One of the first jobs was the cutting down of the top end of Ellen
Street leading to Plympton. Development of the ‘highlands to the east’ had been very slow on
account of the difficulty of actually getting to the area. The climb up the hill via either High Street
or Ellen Street was steep and most unpleasant in the middle of summer or in the driving rain of
winter, and vehicular access was impossible [The Mail 30" April 1904].

Ellen Street, as it was then, was left untouched for the benefit of those who had houses there.
Immediately to the west of this the hill was to be cut down 20 feet and widened, forming a new
road, still to be known as Ellen Street, but with a much gentler gradient. Plans were already
underway for the cutting through East Street, the two jobs estimated to provide employment for
50-60 men for at least three to four months. It was proposed to make the Ellen-East Street
thoroughfare a bus route to better connect the municipalities of Fremantle and East Fremantle
[Western Mail 3" December 1902].


https://www.denmac.net.au/denmac-artist-spotlight-lorenna-grant/

The Daily News 2" July 1903 reported: ‘The completion of the work would provide a short cut to
Plympton, and help to open up a district which is rapidly growing. Speaking of East-Street, the
cutting there is proving a great convenience to the travelling public in connection with that in
Ellen Street. Quite a township is springing up at the intersection of these thoroughfares’.

October 1903 the possibility of running trams and electric lighting in the municipalities of East
Fremantle and Fremantle was put forward, and representatives of those towns held preliminary
meetings to discuss the scheme and to consider the advisability of undertaking the work.

laying tram tracks. Fremantle History Centre EF0019

The first Board of the Fremantle Municipal Tramways and Electric Lighting Board was elected
18 June 1904, the enterprise owned jointly by the Fremantle and East Fremantle Municipal
Councils. Construction of the lines commenced February 1905; the Mandurah Road line (now
South Terrace) and East Fremantle line along Canning Highway completed 11" April 1906.

- = ~ 5
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1st August 1905. Tramway track under construction. Looking north on East St. from High St. with the corner shop
on Holland St. in the middle ground. The earth removed from the East and Ellen St. cuttings was carried by

horse-drawn drays and used to reclaim Fremantle Esplanade. Fremantle History Centre LH002433
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A second eastern route was felt to be necessary to serve the growing population of East
Fremantle, which by this time numbered around 2000. The East Fremantle councillors had
originally insisted the line run from East Street down George Street, but experts hired from
Sydney argued, at a heated council meeting that ran till midnight, that this was simply not
practical and insisted that Marmion Street was by far the better option.

By August 1903 the rails had
been laid through the East
Fremantle cutting and the East
Fremantle Council had widened
their side of Marmion Street by
10 feet, so the trams would run
in the East Fremantle
Municipality instead of the
Fremantle Municipality, [The
Daily News 1t August 1903].

The Marmion Street line, as it
was known, was opened early
1906 and initially ran from the
car barn tram depot at the end
of High Street, to Duke Street.
In 1908 this line was extended
further east along Marmion
Street, then south down Onslow
Street to High Street, where it
continued east to serve the golf
course and the Fremantle
Cemetery at Carrington Street.
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FREMANTLE TRAMWAYS

1906 tram routes

From: Chalmers, John 2001, A Ticket to Ride

Over the following 15 years the barrier erected along the top of the East Street cutting, fell into
disrepair. In The Advertiser 22" July 1921 Cr. Sidebottom stated that ‘the fence was in a
dangerous condition. A horse had fallen down there and been killed... The place was
undoubtedly dangerous and it was decided the works committee should inspect.’

Two weeks later as reported in The Advertiser 5" August, the Town Engineer told the Town
Council: ‘I find that the fence on top of the cutting is defective, 54ft. length is entirely gone, and
about 290ft. in another part, several of the posts and railing are missing. To reinstate the fence

is estimated to cost £7.’

‘Cr. Sidebottom thought £7 would not build much of a fence. What was wanted was a fence that
children could not climb over. (He was assured by Cr. Shepherd this type of fence had not yet
come into existence.)’ The committee recommended the necessary repairs be effected.

In 1933 the East Street cutting was in the news once again. ‘Cr. Thornett drew attention to the
danger existing...the dilapidated fence and loose stones were a menace to the safety of the
people and children using the street. Should children slip, or the road give way, the lives of
people would be endangered.” [Fremantle Advocate 7 Sept. 1933]. A mere three years later
East Fremantle Council made a brief announcement in the Fremantle Advocate, 19 March
1936: among council works: ‘East Street Cutting: Fences to be set back, path to be constructed

and fence to be erected, £50.°
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Hopefully the necessary works were undertaken with a little more haste than the decision-
making, however, it seems the ongoing maintenance continued to be neglected. The Daily
News 25 May 1946 reported that blacksmith striker William Dean (62) of Holland Street, was
found fatally injured on Thursday night (23'), indicating that he had fallen over a cliff.

‘Detective-Sergeant Cannon inspected the scene thoroughly and found that Dean, while walking
home, apparently missed his footing and fell about 20 feet over the cliff to the roadway. Pieces
of leather were found adhering to the limestone cliff, and there were also drag marks on Dean’s
shoes. Police were satisfied that Dean was not a victim of a hit-run accident.’

Thankfully no further serious mishaps occurred and the next time the cutting appeared in the
media was in The Daily News 23 July 1954 when the Government accepted a £6450 tender to
begin earthworks in preparation for the new Fremantle high school. ‘The work would involve the
removal of 18,000 cubic yards of limestone and earth ... [to] provide a suitable area for the
erection of the new school. The earthworks would lower the East Street cutting by about 10 feet
and the Ellen Street cutting by about 5 feet.’

What could very nearly have been a serious mishap occurred in 2015 when Fremantle Council
hired contractors to build a 10 metre limestone wall to retain a small, unstable section along
East Street, just below the Forrest Heights flats. The contractors back-filled the gap between the
wall and the cliff with dry sand, without anchoring the single brick wall to the rock face. The wall,
unsurprisingly, began to crack dangerously and pull away. The wall had to be demolished and
the cliff sprayed with liquid concrete. [https://heraldonlinejournal.com/2015/05/01/wall-falls/]

In November 2020 a parent, walking their child to school, reported some very large chunks of
limestone had fallen from the cliff onto the path below. She said the rocks would have killed
someone without question, had they fallen on a pedestrian. The repairs were carried out by
Fremantle Council, hopefully with a new contractor, during the April school holidays the
following year. [https://heraldonlinejournal.com/2020/11/13/school-rocks/]

This short stretch of road has witnessed quite a few dramas in its 123 year history (and | haven’t
even mentioned the problems with drainage!); the patchwork of reinforcing stone, brickwork,
concrete and netting, testimony to the difficulty of trying to hold back the forces of nature over
the years.

YOUR COMMITTEE

Executive: Committee Members:
Judith Robison (President) Alan Kelsall

Allen Graham (Vice Pres.) Fay Campbell

Beth Powell (Treasurer) Sue Willis

Maeve Harvey (Secretary) Stewart Alger

Andrew Pittaway
Kristi McNulty

Ordinary meetings are generally held on the 4th Tuesday of the month but be sure to
check as the days and times may vary.
Details of these meetings can be found in your newsletter.
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‘THEATRE 180 IN COLLABORATION WITH
GOVERNMENT HOUSE FOUND;\TIONKPRESENTS

ARTHUR
HAYNES " - .
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BY JENNY DAVIS

. COMO THEATRE, 16 PRESTON ST,COMO

WRITER JENNY DAVIS
DIRECTOR STUART HALUSZ
FEATURING
ANDREW LEWIS,
}, ALEXANDRIA HENDERSON
&BRETT HAMILTON

The Catalpa is familiar to most people in the
Fremantle area. Produced by Theatre 180, in
collaboration with the WA Museum, Catalpa:
Flight to Freedom tells the incredible true
story of perhaps the greatest prison break in
Australian history: the escape of six Irish
Fenians from the fortress of Fremantle Prison
in 1876, on board the American whaleship
Catalpa.

The play will be showing at three venues:
Ace Cinemas Rockingham ... April 29-30

Como Theatre, Como May 14-17
Koorliny Arts Centre, Kwinana .... June 4

Tickets and more information available at:

https://theatrel80.com.au/

Como Theatre
16 Preston St, COMO

Just an afterthought — | saw advertisements
for two upcoming plays that you may be
interested in, both showing at the historic art-
deco Como Theatre, in South Perth.

Those who came along to last year’s
Fremantle Studies Day would remember Leigh
Straw’s intriguing story of Audrey Jacob and
‘The Ballroom Murder: A scandal in Perth’, an
event in Perth’s history that seems to be
gaining attention.

Theatre 180, in collaboration with the
Government House Foundation, presents:
Arthur Haynes and the Smoking Gun; the
incredible true story of a crime that shocked
the nation and the courtroom trial which tested
the law in Western Australia.

Thursday March 12
Friday March 13
Saturday March 14
Sunday March 15

11.00am & 7.00pm
11.00am & 7.00pm
2.00pm & 7.00pm
5.00pm

aring and a shipload of ad

st audacious prison break in ia's history

TURING MYLES POLLARD, T/ TARAN KNIGHT

ACE CINEMAS ROCKINGHAM | APRIL 29 - 30
COMO THEATRE, COMO | MAY 14 - 17
KOORLINY ARTS CENTRE, KWINANA | JUNE 4

4% /TICKETS: THEATREI80.COM:AU,
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https://theatre180.com.au/

