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INTRODUCTION

The conservation management plan for Fremantle Park has been for the city of Fremantle

The report provioes an-rrrurrt"nt of the park's heritage signif icance as a basis orderly

planning, including restoration and upgrade works' The plan has been prepared to ensure

that future decisions about the place are carried out with the prime objectrve of revealing its

cultural heritage signif icance.

Thestudyareafortheconservat ionmanagementp|anforFremant|eParkisthewho|eofthe
land identified as Lot 1826 or Reserve zlazs, the subject of a crown Grant to the city of

Fremant|e, dated 6 Apri|  1970. The current site rs bounded on the east by ord Street, the

south by Elten Streei ine-*est by Parry Street a1d tle south by the Fremantle Leisure

centre, Barnett street and lot 1508 containing the St John Ambulance Association building'

The site includes the Fremantle Bowlini Clu"b and the Fremantle Lawn Tennis Club' both

located on fhe western side of the site'

Fremanle park was zoned for public use as a recreation and sport ing space.in '1879 and has

been an important public park since that t ime. originally occupying the area bounded by East

Street, El len Street, Parry Street, Stir l ing Street, lhe Lunatic Asylum and Grounds and the

skinner street cemetery; the park area lubsequently contracted to the current site bounded

to the east by tne extension of Ord Streei, carried oui in t 969 The former eastern portion of

the park was useo foi activit ies associated with wart ime defenses in world war l l  and in the

1g50s became tne site of the John curt in High school, opened in 1958'

while the site area is l imited Lot 1826, the conservation management plan acknowledges that

this site cannot be considered in isolation. Fremantle Park his developed in the context of a

range of significani 
"OJu.unt 

or nearby sites and this report includes specific reference to

these. The most ,igrifi"".i include Fremantte Museum and Aris Centre (RHP No 0875)

|ocatedonReserve3l435,JohnCurt inCottegeoftheArfs(RHP15744), |ocatedinReserve
l7O35,andFremant|eLeisureCentre|ocatedonReserve30391.

HERITAGE LISTING

Fremanile park is not included on any heritage-_l ists.or registers. The place has been

nominated for inclusion on the city of Fremantle.s Municipal Heritage Inventory and is on the

Heritage Councit oi Western Ausiral ia (HCWA)'s Assessment Program for inclusion on the

RegisterofHer i tageP|aces.Thep|acehasnotbeenc|assi f iedbytheNat iona|Trustof
Australia (WA)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fremantle Park has cultural heritage signif icance for the fol lowing reasons:

togetherwith|andeastofordStreetnowoccupiedbyJohnCurt inHighSchoo|but
former|ywithintheparkboundar ies,Fremant|eParkdemonstratesthevrsua| | ink
betweenthe|ower|y ing|andofthecurrentparkandthe| imestoneescarpmentthat
oives Fremantle i ts dist inctive topography and identity;
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the park has historic and social associations for Indigenous people within the
Fremantle community;

the park is part of a signif icant area north-east of the Fremantle city centre that
contains the Fremantle Arts Centre, John Curtin High School, Fremantle Leisure
Centre and nearby residential areas of Shuffrey, Barnett and Ellen Streets that are
l inked through a common history that is evident in the urban context of the area as i t
remains today;

the park provides an attractive open parkland area of playing f ields, grassed areas,
l imestone outcrops and trees, close to the Fremantle city centre;

the park is strongly l inked to the demographic development of Fremantle from its use
for both active and passive recreation from the 1BBOs to the present;

the place has operated as a park, although with increasingly smaller boundaries
since 1879, when it  was granted to Fremantle in exchange for the loss of their
former recreation ground, The Green, by the Premier Sir Harry Ord;

the park is of historic and social value as a venue for cricket since 1879, football
since the 1BBOs, tennis and bowling clubs since the 1890s, and various other
sporting activities over the period of its history; and

the park has strong associations with the mil i tary, part icularly the Fremantle Rif le
Volunteers.

CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT

The conservatron and management policy recommendations include the fol lowing:

Conservation of Assessed Signif icance
The assessed signif icance of Fremantle Park and the recommendations of the conservation
plan, should be adopted as a guiding document for  future management of  the place.

Future planning proposals that may include the area of Fremantle Park should take account
of the signif icance of the place and the policy recommendations in this conservation plan.

The Burra Charter
The definit ions and principles of The Burra Charter should be used to guide al l  considerations
for the future development, conservation, maintenance and interpretation of Fremantle Park
elements and site.

Statutory Requ irem ents
The City of Fremantle should consider including Fremantle Park in the Municipal Heritage
Inventory and on the Heritage List attached to the Town Planning Scheme in order to
recognize and protect the heritage values of the place.

Any proposal for substantial development or change to Fremantle Park, should be referred to
the Heritage Council  of WA for comment as the place is adjacent to two places that are
included in HCWA's Register of Heritage Places. These are John Curtin College of the Arts
(RHP 0875) and Fremantle Museum and Afts Centre (RHP 15744).
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Conservation of the Site
Generally, Fremantle Park should be retained and conserved as an area of green open space
near the Fremantle city centre that is available for use by the local Fremantle community for a
range of active and passive recreational purposes.

The aesthetic quali ty of Fremantle Park, achieved by the retention of mature trees around the
edge of an area of open playing f ields should be retained.

Retain land uses to recreational, community and tourism based activit ies. Public open space
to semi-public (Tennis and Bowling club) area percentages should be retained at current
levels.

Conservation of the Tennis and Bowling Clubs
Retain the overal l  spatial configuration of the bowling greens and tennis. Within this
arrangement however; the number of greens, courts or other elements of detai led design may
be adapted to suit the requirements of the clubs.

The Samson Pavi l ion (1958) and the tennis c lub pavi l ion (1956) are of  some histor ic
signif icance. They are not of aesthetic or architectural signif icance and could be altered or
replaced with new pavil ions on the basis of the requirements of the clubs.

Policy Recommendations for Future Use and Development
Any major future development or change of use should only occur fol lowing broad community
and stakeholder engagement to inform the establishment of a site wide master plan for
Fremantle Park. The master plan should take into account the heritage signif icance of the
place.

The continued use of the football  oval/ cricket pitch for community and school sport ing clubs is
appropriate and should continue. The enclosure of the park for use by one sport ing club or
organization to the exclusion of the local community is not supported.

Integrate informal recreation faci l i t ies with sport ing faci l i t ies, eg trees, seating, pathways and
picnic sett ings around the sport ing grounds, so that these areas are more appealing for
informal use when not in use for sport.

New buildings, other than as required to faci l i tate the sport ing activit ies of the park are not
appropriate however; consideration could be given to small pavi l ion l ike structure erected for
community use such as a small community caf6, or exhibit ion space etc.

Interpretation
An interpretive strategy should be prepared and implemented with any future proposed
development of Fremantle Park.

Introduce interpretive material and/or signage within the Reserve to celebrate both European
and Aboriginal History of the site.

Ensure that interpretive material displayed is relevant to the history of Fremantle Park,
historical ly accurate, cultural ly appropriate and prepared within a context of consultation with
the users of the place and the Fremantle community.

lmplementation
The City of Fremantle should adopt the conservation management plan for Fremantle Park as
a guiding document for future conservation, management and development of the place.

In the event that any items of potential historical signif icance are un-earthed during
construction works at Fremantle Park, work should cease unti l  a quali f ied historical

HERITAGE AND CONSERVATION PROFESSIONALS - 2OO9 P:op



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

archaeologist has examined the site and made recommendations regarding the material.  Al l
contracts for works within the park should include a clause including an archaeological
watching brief for this purpose. l t  is the responsibi l i ty of the City of Fremantle to ensure that
this occurs.

The City of Fremantle should consult with the South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council  to
determine any tradit ional values and incorporate these into the history of the reserve. In the
event that an Aboriginal site, artefacts or other material is uncovered during earthworks,
cease work immediately and inform the Department of Indigenous Affairs.

The conservation management plan for Fremantle Park should be reviewed and updated
every f ive years by appropriately quali f ied heritage consultants. The review should involve
checking any works that have been carried out against the plan, and updating the information
accordingly. Complete rewrit ing of the document is not intended or appropriate.

SCHEDULE OF CONSERVATION WORKS

Short Term - Two Year Timeframe

The fol lowing works to ensure the conservation of heritage signif icance of Fremantle Park,
and to upgrade the community faci l i t ies and amenity of the place should be commenced
within a two year t imeframe.

o Commence a process for amending the City of Fremantle's Municipal Heritage
Inventory to include Fremantle Park as a place of cultural heritage signif icance.

. Commence a process for amending the City of Fremantle's Municipal Heritage
Inventory to include Fremantle Leisure Centre as a place of cultural heritage
signif icance.

. Commence a process for amending the City of Fremantle's Municipal Heritage
Inventory to include the St John Ambulance building as a place of cultural heritage
signif icance.

. Commence work on a Masterplan for Fremantle Park to include consideration of the
identif ied heritage values of the place together with the feasibi l i ty of ongoing
community use.

o Review site parking and consider current and long term requirements as part of the
master planning process for the park.

o Init iate a programme of regular, ongoing inspection of al l  mature signif icant trees by a
quali f ied arboriculturist with experience in the management of heritage landscapes, to
obtain advice on maintaining the health of the trees and public safety with the
minimum degree of intervention.

. lmplement annual weed managements using ecological ly sound practices.

. Prepare a detai led audit of concrete pathways, their edge condit ions and pavements
at park entries/exits to provide at minimum a basic level of safety and ensure that they
meet requirements for universal access.

. Provide an improved crossing point from Fremantle Park to the eastern side of Ord
Street for pedestrians and cycl ists.

o Instal l  meters on bores in order to monitor groundwater volume and quali ty

. Re-sur-face the internal road from Parry Street using a stable but permeable surface
material such as crushed l imestone.
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.  Commission an interpretive plan for Fremantle Park to complement the proposals
outl ined in the Masterplan and to integrate the signif icance of the place with future
planning proposals.

. Commission the design of new entry statements and signs for Fremantle Park to be
located at the corners of Ord and Ellen Streets and Parry and Ellen Streets. These
should reflect the heritage signif icance of the park as well as i ts role providing a sense
of place and an important recreational faci l i ty for the Fremantle community. The signs
should be high quali ty contemporary instal lat ions.

Medium Term - Five Year Timeframe

The fol lowing works to ensure the conservation of heritage signif icance of Fremantle Park,
and to upgrade the community faci l i t ies and amenity of the place should be commenced
within a f ive year t imeframe.

o Provide clearer pathways and pedestrian networks within Fremantle Park to faci l i tate
passive recreational use of the park. For example an internal loop path.

o Consider the development of a new regional level chi ldren's playground to be located
in an area where it is afforded improved access and surveillance.

. lmprove opportunit ies for passive recreational use of the park by providing picnic
areas and improved seating. For example construct t iered seating along the l imestone
ridge on the eastern side of the park.

o Consider replacing or adapting the exist ing pavil ion. in order to improve indoor /
outdoor l inkages.

. Carry out a review of al l  fencing associated with Fremantle Park and replace with
consistent fencing types for various use categories, Fencing styles should be
appropriate to the heritage signif icance of the place. Timber fencing should be used
for the tennis and lawn bowling clubs. All  other areas should have visually permeable
fencing styles in order to protect view corridors and ensure passive surveil lance.

. Review al l  site furniture to provide for a higher quali ty level of furnishings such as
bicycle parking, bins,  seat ing,  l ight ing and the l ike.

. Based on previous monitoring of groundwater sources, balance groundwater
extraction to ensure a sustainable groundwater resource.

. Review exist ing site drainage and consider re-instating a biological ly functioning
swale.

. Review the exist ing planting within Fremantle Park and consider opportunit ies to re-
instate indigenous vegetation to enhance ecological and heritage values. In part icular
this should be considered for the eastern perimeter of the park to provide a more
consistent transit ion with the l imestone ridge that continues on the eastern side of
Parry Street on the John Curtin High School site.

o Rationalise watering practices for Fremantle Park and implement a programme of
progressive reduction of water use through Water Sensit ive Urban Design Techniques
and replacement of areas of turf with native planting where appropriate.

. Replace outdated signage with new directional, interpretative and general information
based signage as recommended on the masterplan and the interpretive plan for
Fremantle Park.

. Consider ways to interpret the former al ignment of Barnett Street on the northern side
of Fremantle Park.

_iRITAGE AND CONSERVATION PROFESSIONALS - 2OO9



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Longer Term - Ten Year Timeframe

The fol lowing works to ensure the conservation of heritage signif icance of Fremantle Park
and to upgrade the community faci l i t ies and amenity of the place should be commenced
within a ten year t imeframe.

Based on appropriate feasibi l i ty studies implement a programme to rationalize the use
of the bowling and tennis club faci l i t ies. Consideration should be given to replacing
the exist ing club pavil ions with a new community sports building. This should be
located within the area of Fremantle Park currently occupied by the tennis and bowling
clubs. A new building should be of high quali ty contemporary architectural design.
Consideration should be given to locating the building to Parry Street as a means of
improving the urban l inkages with exist ing signif icant buildings.

Consider the construction of a small community caf6 or exhibit ion space.

Consider incorporating the land on the south-eastern side of the Fremantle Leisure
Centre into the public open space of Fremantle Park

Review retaining walls for structural integrity and general appearance.

Consider better integration of Fremantle Park with open space east of Ord Street to
enhance recreational opportunit ies and to establish a 'swale - r idge' ecological
connection.

lf  future development occurs adjacent to Fremantle Park consideration should be
given as to how that development addresses the park Building orientation, passive
surveil lance through over viewing and visually permeable boundary fencing should be
some considerations

a

a

a

a

HERITAGE AND CONSERVATION PROFESSIONALS - 2OO9 Page vi


